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Chapter seven  – All that silence said
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1. What was the result of the jellyfish sting upon Michael’s body? He was paralysed (couldn’t move), his body throbbed with a searing pain and he could barely speak. 
2. In what way is the beginning of this chapter a turning point in the story? Kensuke is showing another side of himself.  He is kind and caring.  We have only ever thought of him as being a bad person before.  
3. What phrases tell us that Kensuke is now a friend to Michael? Erstwhile enemy and my saviour.
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4. Which phrase tells us that the cave was anything but basic? ‘Nothing rudimentary’
5. Why did Kensuke smile when Michael moved his finger?  It was a sign he was getting better so he was happy. 
6. What was the possible reason that Kensuke kept the fire continuously lit? To keep the mosquitoes away. 
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7. Which phrase tells us that Kensuke kept his cave really tidy? Immaculately clean.
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8. How did Kensuke keep the orang-utans out of the cave? 
9. What did Kensuke give to Michael as a gift? 
10. What do you think Michael would have wanted to know about Kensuke? (Answers could vary – Where had he come from? Why was he alone on the island? How long had he been there? How had he come by all of the equipment in the cave?) 
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11. What evidence is there that Kensuke has accepted Michael in his life and dearly cares about him? He shared his pictures with him; he watched over him; he invited him out; he made him his own spear for fishing.  
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12. What suggests that Kensuke has lived on the island for many years? It says that he seemed to know every tree in the forest; nothing in the forest alarmed him; the orang-utans were his friends. 
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13. The orang-utans were initially nervous of Michael and Stella.  Why changed this? One of the young ones started to examine him.  After that, they all joined in. 
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14. Why do you think Kensuke laughed when Michael painted a jellyfish? Because it was the jellyfish that had brought them together. It was a happy laugh. 
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15. How did Kensuke make his paint brushes? He plucked out hairs from the orang-utans. 
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