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On the 16" of July. 1872, Roald Amundsen
was born in Borge, Norwag and was named
Roald Eng/ebregf Gravning Amundsen. He had
three brothers and lived with his parem‘s.
When he was |4, his father passed away

’eaving him and his brothers in the care of

his mother. His dream had a/wags been to
exp/ore the world, but he studied medicine as
this was his mother’s dream for him. When =
she passed away, he left school and moved

to pursue his persona/ dream.

Koald managed fo accluire varies posiﬂons as a crewmate on various expediﬂons
fravelmg to the Arctic. This includes a journey where he sailed as first mate
on the Be/gica in a Be/gian expediﬂon to the Antarctic in [897. He learned a
9reaf deal about exp/ormg and surviving such as eaﬂng seal meat will he/p fo cure
scurvy due to its higb levels of Vitamin C and animal skin is a better insulator
than woolen coats. He also learned the imloorfance of preparaﬂon, due to a difficult
= winter, he had had to endure and the impom‘ance of the crew mamfammg their

/ﬂigh sloirifs, especia//y durmg the /ong winter dags. p—

[n 1903, he sailed on the Ojoa with a crew of on/g six men with the goa/
of sai/ing Through the Northwest Passage and around the northern side of Canada.
[n Augusf of 1905, he comp/efed the passage, the first to have comp/efed this
Journey, and sfoppec/ at Cape Colborne. Here the Journey halted due to ice, but
in Augusf [906 fheg set sail again before conc/uding in Alaska in late Augusf.

Amundsen had a thirst for exp/oraﬂon from this and set his sighfs on reacbmg
the North Pole with his ship, the Fram. The Fram was a ship specia//g built -
for ice travel, it had a round bottom and its width was one—third of its /engfh.
This des:gn was done with the idea that it would be able to withstand the
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pressure of the ice crushmg the ship and would stand sfrong, rather than crumble
as other ships did.

When Amundsen heard that Robert Pearg had reached the North Pole, he continued

his prepamﬂons but set his sighfs on reachmg the South Pole rather than the
North Pole. He told no one of his new goa’s, excepf for his brother.

Theg deparfed Norwag in June 1910 with enoug% supp/ies for 7 years and |00
sled dogs. Theg sailed to the Bag of Whales, Antarctica. arriving on the | L
of Januarg, [91 1. Amundsen used his Arctic know/ec/ge and began fo prepare
in 9reaf detail. This took the time from their arrival in Jonuarg till Apr:’/ that
same  year. Theg deposifed food supp/ies a/ong their trail for their start and finish
of the Journey, fheg prepared their equipmenf and set themselves into routines that

would he/p keep morale high.

= of an Enghsh exp/orer Robert Falcon Scott, who

# was  also cha//engmg to be the first to reach the
South Pole.

Bg the time T%eg were readfj the men, sleds, and dogs were
Iorepareol. ﬂ)ey were aware of the weather, knowing that at any pomf Theg may

have to turn back should the weather turn too extreme.

Fma//g, fheg set outf in ear/g spring with eight men on sleds, pu”ed bg 86 dogs,
but their fears came true and due to the weather furmng much colder than

expecfed fheg were forced to return to their base.

Their second ah‘empf involved five men, Roald Amundsen, Olav Olavson Bjaa/and,
Hilmer Hanssen, Sverre H. Hassel. and Oscar \/\/isﬂng, fravelmg on five sleds, each
bemg pu//ed bg |3 dogs. Theg progressed well, fheg fed their dogs seal meat and
blubber that fheg had packed and fheg rationed their own food to keep them going
each dag. As the food supp/ies dwindled fheg made the decision to make the final
push to the po/e. Theg endured poor weather, bad snow conditions, and blizzards.

On December the 4" 9] [, the parfg arrived, at the South Pole, the first
partg to reach it. While here f%eg recorded scientific data which would prove
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useful later. Theg had been concerned that Scott may have beaten them, so Theg
built their tent, puf a letter inside it and on the | 7" of December began Trave/ing

back to camp. smfe/g arrivmg 39 dags later with the five men but on/g | dogs.
[t had taken 99 dags for the expediﬂon with a distance of 289/Kms traveled.

B N\ &

o When the Fram was /eavmg the Antarctic heading to Norway Theg met  the
ship of Doug/as Mawson in, an expforer heading on an Australasian Antarctic

a Expec/iﬂon. Here fhey 9i1(fed Doug/as their || c/ogs and continued their Journey
. back to Norwag. B

|| His success in reachmg the South Pole first was tainted bg accusations of his
ungenﬂeman/ﬂ behaviour as he had conducted his “race to the south pofe" without
any notice of infention. Furfbering these accusations, the know/edge that Amundsen s =

crew all arrived home smfe/g while Scott's crew all perished on their J'ourneg.

Amundsen used the money he earnt from his South Pole expediﬂon to continue to
exp/ore the Arctic. He established a shipping business and purchased a new ship,
the Maud, which he used to frg and compfefe his origma/ p/an of fmve/ing across

B the North Pole. He was forced, however, to abandon this p/an and resorted to

Hgmg to the North Pole.

[n 1925, with exp/orer Lincoln  Ellsworth, he flew and landed within 2 50kms

of the North Pole. Theg both droppec/ their countries f/ags onto the North Pole

as Hweg flew over it in their airship. On June 18" 1928, while searchmg for

the survivors of an airship crash in the Arctic Amundsen p/ane crashed too and -

he died as a result of the crash.
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