Year 1 Avzumn 2014

Dear Parents,

Welcome back to school! | hope that you’ve enjoyed the summer break and that all is well
for you and your families. It is a real pleasure for me to be teaching your children in Year 1
and getting to know them more in the past few days has helped me to plan our term,
bearing in mind their individual personalities and learning styles.

As a Year 1 pupil, your child is at the beginning of Key Stage One and will begin to access
the National Curriculum 2014. The subjects will mostly be taught through a termly theme
(see over) so that | can make your children’s learning enjoyable and meaningful. At the end
of the school year, all Year 1 children now have to undertake a statutory phonic assessment
— | would strongly recommend that you attend any ‘Read, Write Inc.’ meetings (if you
haven’t already!) so that you are fully informed about our approach to phonics here at
Excalibur — it is a key part of our reading and early Literacy programme.

Reading books will be changed on a weekly basis following guided reading sessions in school
on an allocated day. The reading learning objective will be in the home/school planner and
the task linked with the book will be in a yellow, A4 homework book. Please comment in the
planner about your child’s reading at home, as it helps me to understand your child’s
engagement with books in a different context. Maths homework will be games, activities or
tasks that link with an aspect of Numeracy that has been taught in school using “MyMaths”.
| will explain these systems more fully at our “Meet the Teacher” meeting early next week.

As you may already know, Excalibur’s learning platform allows us to use resources called
‘Purple Mash.” The range of activities is great — if you have access to the internet, | would
recommend that you explore some of them with your child.

P.E. sessions will be on a Wednesday and Friday. The main kit is shorts, t-shirt and suitable
footwear.Please leave a P.E. kit in school all week. Health and safety regulations stipulate
that children with earrings are unable to participate in P.E. Therefore | would greatly
appreciate children preferably coming to school without their earrings on P.E. days, or
covering their earrings with micropore tape before their P.E. session begins.

There will be a note coming home with your child shortly, to ask if you would like to pay for
your child to attend ASM football/multiskills club after school on a Wednesday. Can | please
request that you send a complete and separate football kit into school on that day, to
include football t-shirt and shorts, shin-pads, football socks and boots/trainers. The coaches
will help the children to change - you are also welcome to come and help too!

Our ‘Meet the Teacher meeting’ is on Tuesday 9" September at 4.00pm. This is a short,
informal meeting held in our Year 1 class room to talk about plans for the year ahead and
the ‘ins and outs’ of day to day/week to week in Year1. If you have any worries or anything
that you would like to discuss with me before then, please drop in or telephone school.

The children have had a really super start to the term! Here’s to a great Year 1!
Yours sincerely

Mrs J. Ling
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