%%*%%****Yk%**%%**i&

X%X%Z%XFX%X%Z%X%Z%X%ZFX%X%Z%X%X%X%X%X%Z%X%XF

Reception Class Newsletter

Gth September 2014

It’s the end of our first week, well done everyone! The children have made a super start
to their Reception year. It is a real pleasure to be teaching your children, they are all
absolutely delightful. They are settling in and taking the new routines in their stride! It is
still very early days though and quite normal that they seem very tired and emotional.
Any tears have not lasted more than a few minutes and despite what they may have
told you they have actually enjoyed themselves!

This week we have focused on exploring the indoor and outdoor environment, making
friends, adapting to being part of a large group and talking about ourselves. A huge
thank you for the fantastic ‘Treasure Boxes’ that you all brought in on the first day, they
are amazing! I have really enjoyed sharing them with the children. As they play a very
important part of getting to know your child thank you for ensuring that your child
brought one in.

On Thursday afternoons my Planning Preparation and Assessment time (PPA) will be
covered by Mrs Hill. Mrs Hill has worked at Excalibur for many years and is well known
to many Excalibur families. She was the Reception Teacher here for many years until her
retirement a few years ago, she may even have taught some of you! Unfortunately, due
to a family bereavement Mrs Hill will not be able to take the class on a Thursday for the
time being. Until her return my Thursday afternoon PPA will be taken by Mrs Johnson
who is also very experienced Reception Teacher.

Although the learning that takes place in the Reception class is driven by the children
and their interests I have taken the theme ‘Marvellous Me’ to get us started. I have
attached an outline of some of the learning that has been planned, set out in a ‘topic
web’.

Some dates for your diarg

‘Meet the Teacher’ after school meeting

At the start of each new school year you are always invited to a short informal after
school meeting; ‘Meet the Teacher’ which is given by your child’s new teacher. The
meeting for Reception will take place in a couple of weeks in order to allow the children
to settle in.
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Read, Write, Inc. meeting

If you remember from our New Parents information evening in June we mentioned that
there would be an evening which would explain in greater detail our ‘Read, Write, Inc’
programme to you. I would strongly urge you to attend so you are fully informed about
our approach to teaching phonics here at Excalibur — it is a key part of our reading and
Literacy programme. A letter inviting you to the meeting will be sent out in due course.

Reception/Parent Lunch

On Tuesday 7th October you are invited to school to have lunch with your child. Two
adults can attend for each child but we politely ask that younger siblings, except babies,
do not attend. If you are able to join your child please come to the main Reception at
the front of the school at 11.40 am and the children will join you when they are ready.
Once you have both finished eating your child will go out to play and you will be free to
leave.

Children who have a packed lunch do not have to have a school dinner in order for you
to join them, although they are welcome to have one.

School dinners cost £2.20, please complete the form below indicating if 1 or 2 adults
will be attending and send the appropriate monies to school in a clearly labeled
envelope.

In order for the food to be ordered we ask that you return the form to school as soon as
possible. Please make cheques payable to Cheshire East Borough Council.

Many thanks,

Mrs Rogers and Mrs Newbould

I would like adults to join (name of child) for school

lunch on Tuesday 7th October.
My child will have a packed lunch/school dinner (please circle).
I enclose (£2.20 per dinner)

Signed
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