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New Year, New Chances — Comprehension

Section A

1. What is a ‘hem’? Use a dictionary to find out.

2. What does the word ‘lanky’ mean? Use a dictionary to find out.

3. What does Billy get in trouble for in the poem?
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Section B

4. What do the italics used on the word ‘can’t’ in verse one tell you about how Millie
is feeling?

5. What is ‘3M’?

6. Choose one word which describes each character at the beginning of the poem.

7. What does it mean that Grace did the maths in ‘top gear’?
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Section C

8. What images does the phrase ‘filling with worries’ create in your mind?

9. What do the italics used on the word ‘that’ in verse three tell you about Janna’s
character?

10. What does it mean that Janna Jat ‘has a head for’ stats?

11. Choose an adjective for each character which describes them at the close of the
poem.
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Section D

12. What common features are repeated in each of the first four verses? What is the
effect of this?

13. ‘Already a gem’
- What does the word ‘gem’ mean in this sentence?
- Who might think she’s a ‘gem’?

14. What does Millie playing with her hem suggest about how she is feeling?

15. ‘Oh, if the day could extend!” Who holds this sentiment?

16. Why might Grace and Janna become firm friends?
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