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to be punished.” Besides, she probably doesn’t even know who I am.

1%t October 1013

Sweyn and his men have now reached Gainsborough. Uhtred sent a messenger this
morning to inform the village that it's only a matter of days, possibly hours, until they
descend on us. It is still unknown if we will fight them — they have a much stronger
force than we do — or if Ealdorman Uhtred will surrender to him and submit hostages
at his request.

Many of the surrounding areas have given in; we have a long history of changing
powers in these parts.

1%t October 1013

It was late at night when they arrived. A few of the thegns took it in turns to keep
watch while the rest of us tried to get some rest. We had been waiting for them to
land all morning, all afternoon and all evening. It was just about to turn midnight.

Despite being awake, the sound of the door being battered down came as a shock.
We were all ushered into the crisp night air by men brandishing spears, swords and.
axes. Canute paraded up and down in front of us, leaving the responsibility to choose
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Alwin’s Sacrifice

13t September 1013

Reports are coming from all over the south.. Sweyn and his armies are coming! So
far, most of the territories have not put up a fight; Sweyn is just too strong. Tredan (a
thegn) believes that they will reach Northumbria by October. Mother is
understandably afraid as my twin brother and I have just turned 13. All we can do is
hope that they are stopped before they reach here.

19* September 1013

Today was an ordinary day. We haven't heard anything about Sweyn and Canute's
forces for several days now. All we can hope is that no news is good news.

Whilst I was out on the land today, ridding the soil of unwanted foliage, Alodia
walked by with her sister. I'm sure she glanced at me as she straightened her wimple
but I looked away quickly. She mustn't detect my feelings for her. As my father
keeps reminding me — ceorls have no business with aethlings’ daughters, unless I want
to be punished. Besides, she probably doesn't even know who I am.
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who should be taken as hostage to Alodia’s father. The pressure was too great; he
couldn’t make a decision.

“We'll take this one then,” Canute sneered as he grabbed the arm of Alodia.
Alodia’s father fell to his knees, crying out for mercy repeatedly. He offered himself
instead but Canute mocked him as ‘an old man’.

Alodia stood there, a Viking flanking each arm, shaking with fear. I could not watch
and I couldn't do nothing. 1 needed to do something.

“Take me!” I yelled across the crowd. They fell silent. I could hear every
footstep each time my leather shoes made contact with the trodden down grass.
Canute grunted with approval and ordered his men to seize three more young men.
Thankfully, my brother was not one of them.
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