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1. It is a balanced argument which presents both sides of an argument 

2. Read the discussion ‘Should dogs be banned from parks?’.  Write out the main points for    

   a ban and the main points against a ban using the text to support your choices. 


    For a ban


     Against a ban

It costs money to clean up dog mess   Humans make a mess too by dropping litter
Children and adults have been              Toxocariasis is rare and can be avoided

attacked                                               by following good hygiene procedures

Dog mess on shoes                               Dog walking is good for health – keeps us fit

People can catch toxocariasis              Police say it deters criminals

3. In the final paragraph, does the writer decide that dogs should be banned, shouldn’t be   

    banned or do they leave it for the reader to decide? 
    The writer decides that dogs should not be banned.

4. What are critics of dogs claiming?
    Critics of dogs claim that they are unpredictable and dangerous.

5. Which word tells us that a dog’s behaviour can be changeable? 

Unpredictable 
6.  What led to the call for dogs to be banned in parks?
     The call for dogs to be banned came from the facts that it costs the councils a lot of  

     money to clear dog mess plus there has been some well publicised articles about dog   

     attacks on children.

7. What connective words or phrases have been used in this discussion?
    However, Moreover, Furthermore, On the contrary

8. What do you notice about the title? Why is it written in this way?

 The sentence is written as a question because the argument discusses the question.
9. Why are the words ‘an eye disease’’ written in brackets?     
An eye disease is written in brackets because it explains the scientific word toxocariasis. 
10. What phrase tells us that not many people are diagnosed with toxocariasis?

“extremely rare disease”. 
11. Having read both sides of the argument, what do you think?  Should dogs be banned from parks?  Give reasons for you answer. (Answers may vary.)
  I believe that dogs should not be banned from parks for the following reasons:  Firstly, 

